THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
He was further encouraged to like politics, by the
privileged conditions in which he entered them. The
society into which he was born might force eldest
sons into public life: but in return it admitted them
under special advantages. In those pre-democratic
days, members of influential families had a prior claim
on all the prizes of the profession. Even a stupid Whig
magnate had a considerable place in his Party. One as
clever as William was almost certain of achieving a
commanding position at an early age. From the first,
he was treated in a manner to make the mouths of
ambitious young politicians of to-day water with
envy. There was no need to make himself known. He
had lived among the leaders of his Party since child-
hood. And as soon as he entered the House, they took
him into their confidence, told him their private views;
and, what was still more flattering, asked him his.
Already in 1807 Lord Holland was writing to consult
him about the choice of a leader: he was invited to
informal councils at Holland House, where he would
sit listening to Lord Grey and his host, as they discussed
over the port, who should speak for the Opposition
in a forthcoming debate. Altogether there was a great
deal to please him in his profession. When in 1809 he
began to throw his full energies into it, he did so with-
out effort.
It was lucky he could. For the state of affairs that
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